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kings hand, both for the safe landing of all our marchandise
without paying any custome or toale, as also that we might buy
and sell of the country people without let or molestation; then
did Captaine Havers, Maister Pope, Henry Middleton, and
Maister Starkey take a house, wherin to lay their marchandise.
The 8 day of June the generall went ashoare, to lodge there.
The ii day of June the king did annoint the generall with
ritch oyntment, and called him his sonne.
About this time one Thorougood, in our admirall, was araigned
and found guiltie of mutiny and comtempe, and therefore was
condemned to bee hanged, but by great intreaty he was forgiven.
The 13 day the generall went to the young prince, which
dwelleth halfe a mile from his father; and the generall gave him
a peece of plate, a paire of hangers, and a sworde. The Prince
entertained him kindely, gave him a roabe and a crises [sic]; and
gave unto them which came in with him tuckes of callico lawne
[i.e. muslin].
The 17 day of June, one Curcon, a principall man in that
countrie, and divers others came aboord our ships to see them,
but especially to see the Susan, whom the generall had offered to
the king to sell for a certaine quantity of pepper, but could not
agree. So after they had banqueted aboord the admirall and
dyned aboorde the vice-admirall, they departed, with a peale of
ordinance.
The 19 day the admirall received a boates lading of pepper,
which was the first was bought. The price was 64 rialles of eight
the bahar, which is of our waight, reckoning two hundred
catties to a bahar and every catty thirty-one ounces, is three
hundred, eighty-seven pound and a halfe1, five score to the
hundred [i.e. cwt.].
During the time we were at Dachem, the king desired to have
our pinnace goe to Pedeir, accompanyed with a Portugalles
frigat, to take (if they might) rovers at sea, which did rob his
subjectes; and did send to the valew of 100 markes in golde for
those that should be imployed in that businesse. And because
the general sent the pinnace, with 14 or 15 men (of whome
1 Best (p. 257) reckoned the bahar as equivalent to 386 Ib. Croft (ibid. p.
175) made it 385 Ib. Davis estimated it at 360 Ib. which is obviously too low.